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ANOTHER 

MEDICAL  SPECTATOR 
EXTRAORDINARY, 

ADDRESSED  TO  THE 

SURGEONS  OF  GREAT  BRITAIN, 

ON  the  CURE  OF  THE 

POPLITiEAL  ANEURISM. 

TO  WHICH  ARE  ADDED, 

Reafons  for  believingj  that,  by  an  ExteDhon  of  the 
fame  Principle  which  hath  been  fuccefsfully  ap- 
plied to  the  Cure  of  Aneurifm,  the  inoft  painful, 
the  moll  difficult,  and  the  molt  dangerous  Part  of 
the  Operation  of  Amputation,  viz.  The  fecuring 
of  the  Arteries  either  by  the  crooked  Needle, 
or  the  Tenaculum,  may,  with  the  greateft  Eafe 
and  Safety,  be  entirely  fuperfeded.  [Price  6d.'] 


Sold  by  Mr.  Pridden,  N°  io^  Fleet-street; 

Where  may  alfo  be  had  the  Firft  and  Second  Volumes  of  the 
Medical  Spectator,  including  the  firll  Medical  Spedlator 
Extraordinary.  Price  1 2s,  in  boards. 


The  propofal  for  curitrg  the  Poplitaeal  Aneinffm,  by 
gradually  compreffing  the  artery  abo've^  deferves  more  at- 
tention ; and,  if  employed  before  the  circulation,  though, 
the  diftendcd  artery  is  wholly  delfroyed  by  the  Aneurifmal 
Tumor,  may  be  of  fervice.  The  anaftomofing  arteries  will, 
in  this  way,  gradually  expand ; and  the  currenrof  blood, 
check’d  in  its  momentum,  will  not  diftend  the  tumour  fo 

fail  as  if  uncontrouled.” 

See  the  Critical  Review  for  Auguft  1792, 


Praife  is  the  nutriment  of  genius ; it  a£l:s  like  thff 
dews  of  Heaven,  or  the  kindly  warmth  of  the  Sun;  and  I 
am  thankful  for  the  fcanty  ray  which  flieds  its  influence, 
though  not  of  the  benignefl;  nature,  on  my  propofal  for 
CURING  the  popliteal  x\neurifm — nor  can  I refrain  from 
exprefling  a wifli,  that  the  propofal  kfelf  had  been  given  to 
the  publick  in  a journal  of  fuch  extenfive  circulation  as  the 
Critical  Review  : perhaps  it  might  have  arrefted  the  hand 
of  fome  ingenious  and  decifive  Surgeon,  preparing  to  per- 
form the  fatal  operation  recommended  by  Mr.  Hunter — 
he  might,  perhaps,  have  conceived,  that  it  was  capable  of' 
doing  fomething  more  than  merely  preventing  the  future 
diflenfion  of  the  tumor.  Where  the  life  or  the  limb-  of  a 
fellow-creature  is  at  flake,  the  humane  practitioner  will 
furely  grafp  at  a propofal  which  holds  forth  the  probability 
of  a fpeedy  and  an  effectual  Cure,  without  danger  or  diffi- 
culty, interruption,  or  interference,  with  any  other  pro- 
pofal that  may  be  adopted  in  future.” 

See  the  firfl  Medical  Spectator  Extraordinary,  p.  yo. 
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; MEDICAL  SPECTATOR 
EXTRAORDINARY. 


SATURDAY,  November  i6,  1793. 


“ Ceterum  quant acumque  fuerint  aliorum  conamina,  femper  ex- 
ijitmavi  mihi  vitalis  aura  ufum  friiftra  datum  foYe^  n'lji  et  ipfe  in. 
hoc  ftadio  verfatus^  fymbolum  aliquod,  utcumque  exiguum.,  in  com- 
mune Medicina  ararium  contribueremd'  Sydenhatj. 

From  the  day  that  my  life  was  firll  dedicated  to  the  profef- 
fioD,  I have  always  conlidered  myfelf  as  living  in  vain,  if  I 
fliould  not  be  fo  happy'' as  to  contribute  fomething  toward  the 
improvement  of  the  healing  art. 


More  than  two  years  have  elapfed 
fince  I firil:  prerumed,  under  the 
chara6ter  of  Medical  Spectator,  to 
offer  both  amufement  and  inftrudfion  to ' 
the  profeffors  of  a liberal  fcience ; and  al- 
though I cannot  hitherto  boaft  that  my 
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labours  have  been  honoured  by  the  no- 
tice, or  the''  approbation  of  many  dif- 
tinguifhed  charadbers  in  the  medical 
world  — Although  they  have  not  pro- 
cured me  particular  frienddiip  and 
efteem,  to  which,  from  the  integrity  of 
my  heart,  and  the  redtitude  of  my  in- 
tentions, I proudly  feel  myfelf  entitled  ; 
I have  the  more  grateful,  and  the  more 
pleafing  confolation  to  find,  from  the 
ample  teftimony  of  feveral  valuable  cor- 
refpondents,  that  the  Medical  Spedlators 
have  not  been  written  in  vain — that 
there  are  at  this  moment  exifting  fome 
ufeful  members  of  fociety,  who,  but 
for  this  publication,  would  probably 
long  fin'ce  have  been  numbered  with 
the  dead.  Animated  by  the  bleflings 
of  thefe,  I behold,  with  equal  indif- 
ference, the  negledt  of  arrogance,  and 
the  attack  of  malice ; for,  however 
pleafing  it  might  be  to  a profeffional 
eharadter,  to  obtain  the  fandlion  and 
the  fuffrages  of  his  contemporaries, 
there  are  higher  and  better  motives 

than 
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than  the  mere  approbation  of  men,  to 
urge  him  to  perfevere  in  the  exercile 
of  his  talents  for  the  good  of  man- 
kind. 

It  is  well  known  to  the  readers  of 
this  work,  that,  in  my  feventh  num- 
ber, 1 have  propofed  a method  of  cure 
for  the  Poplitaeal  Aneurifm,  very  dif- 
ferent from  thofe  now  in  general  ufe ; 
and  perhaps  by  this  propofal  I may 
have  fhared  the  common  fate  of  the  ' 
projector — to  be  laughed  at  and  reviled 
by  many  of  thofe  whom  I was  anxious 
to  inftrucSt.  Were  it  not  foreign  to  my 
prefent  purpofe,  it  would  be  eafy  to  ac- 
count for  the  difficulty  which  every 
new  propofal  muft  encounter  before  it 
can  be  fully  eftablifhed  ; but,  upon  the 
prefent  occafion,  it  may,  perhaps,  be 
better  to  illuftrate  the  fadf.  ' 

Let  us  for  a moment  fuppofe  it  to 
have  been  the  cuftom  at  this  time,  in 
every  part  of  the  world,  for  horfes  to 
travel  without  the  advantage  of  being 
Ihod  with  metal : I believe  every  man 
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who  thinks  for  himfelf,  and  who  has 
the  flighteft  knowledge,  of  human  na- 
ture, will  allow,  that  had  any  ingeni- 
ous writer  publiilied  a propofal  with 
the  molt  dilinterelled  intentions,  in  the 
cleareft  and  the  moll  expreffive  lan- 
guage, aided  by  the  advantage  of  the 
belt  engravings,  reprefeniing  the  moft 
perfect  form  of  a modern  horfe-llioe, 
to  be  fitted,  nailed,  and  riveted  on 
the  feet  of  thefe  noble  animals,  he 
would  have  been  laughed  at  and  ridi- 
culed by  the  ignorant,  out-reafoned  by 
the  wife,  and  the  firft  bungling  fellow 
that  had  driven  a nail  into  the  quick, 
would  have  confirmed  the  obje6tions 
oY  all  the  learned  profelTors  of  anatomy 
and  forgery  who  had  fo  clearly,  and  fo 
' explicitly,  foretold  the  danger  of  paring 
and  puncturing  a part  replete  with  ner-- 
vous  fibrillae.  In  fliort,  he  would  have 
been  completely  filenced,  and  the  w^'orld 
deprived  of  his  ufeful  invention  ; or,  if 
he  had  fucceeded  at  laft,  it  muft  have 
been  with  nearly  the  fame  difficulty 

- that 
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that  any  modern  projector  would  find, 
were  he  to  perfuade  mankind  to  aban- 
don the  invention.  Or  if,  in  treating 
the  prefent  fnbjedf,  I may  be  allowed 
to  draw  a comparifon  from  a different 
fcience,.  1 wonld  obferve,  that  had  the 
late  ingenious  Mr.  Smeatqn  given  np 
his  own  opinion  to  the  prejudices  of  the 
world,  this  country  would  never  have 
enjoyed  the  benefit  of  his  talents  in  the 
erection  of  the  Edyflone  light-houfe  ; a 
building  which,  in  the  architedlural 
line,  is  not  only  one  of  the  mod;  ufeful, 
but  the  mod;  curious  in  the  kingdom. 

That  it  was  impoffible  for  any  houfe 
of  fione  to  withfland  the  combined  fury 
of  tho  winds  and  the  waves  ; and  that 
nothing  but  a building  of  timber  could 
be  fecure,  were  the  prevailing  opinions 
of  the  world  when  he  began  that  flruc- 
ture ; yet  no  fooner  was  the  tafk  ex- 
ecuted, and  a dreadful  florm  redfted, 
than  the  fame  world  was  equally  con- 
vinced, that  nothing  but  a fimilar  build- 
ing of  flone  would  effedlually  have  an- 
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fwered  the  purpofe.  A fa6t  which  was 
well  known  to  the  architedt  from  the 
beginning ; and,  I have  no  doubt, 
when  he  firft  contemplated  the  fcene  of 
his  future  fame,  he  felt  the  full  force 
of  the  following  fentiment  riling  in  his 
bofom.  ‘‘  Give  me  but  a rock  for  my 
foundation,  and  I will  eredt  a ftruc- 
‘‘  ture,  which,  fo  long  as  the  world 
endures,  fhall  bid  defiance  to  the 
“ fury  of  the  elements  ; and  which 
“ nothing  but  the  more  immediate 
“ finger  of  the  Almighty,  as  it  appears 
“ in  the  tremendous  vifitation  of  earth- 
‘‘  quakes  or  lightning,  fhall  be  able  to 
deflroy.” 

If  I appear  to  be  rambling  from  the 
fubje^t  of  Aneurifm,  I would  willi  it 
to  be  underftood,  that  the  proper  fix- 
ing of  a fhoe  is  not  of  more  confequence 
to  the  foot  of  a horfe,  neither  is  the 
Edyftone  light-houfe  of  more  utility  to 
the  benighted  mariner,  than,  in  many 
inflances,  is  the  fupprellion  of  haemor- 
rhage to  the  practical  furgeon  ; fo  great 

indeed, 


THE  MEDICAL  SPECTATOR.  9' 

indeed,  that  it  is  recorded  of  the  in- 
ventor of  the  crooked  needle,  that  when 
the  thought  firll;  came  a-crofs  his  mind, 
he  jumped  up  and  believed  himfelf  to 
be  infpired.  1 alfo  am  infpired  with  a 
fincere  love  toward  my  fellow-creatures, 
and  a defire  equally  fincere  to  promote 
the  progrefs  of  Medical  knowledge  ; and 
have  longconfidered  the  cure  of  the  pop- 
litaeal  Aneurifm  by  this  peculiar  method 
as  a fiep  only  toward  an  obJe6l  of  much 
greater  confequence  ; which  at  one  time 
I was  on  the  point  of  communicating 
to  the  Royal  Society,  through  the  me- 
dium of  a medical  gentleman  of  great 
ingenuity  and  diftinguifiied  chara6ler. 
The  realbn  why  this  intention  was 
abandoned  may,  perhaps,  at  fome  fu- 
ture period  be  known  to  both  ; at  pre- 
fent  I confider  the  painful  recolle6lion 
as  unworthy  of  my  notice;  and  fliall  haf- 
ten  to  communicate  the  following  letter, 
which  I had  the  pleafure  to  receive  lafl: 
fummer  from  a much  younger  man, 
who  I haye  little  doubt  will  foon  be 


an 
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an  ornament  to  the  profeflion,  and,  per- 
haps an  a<5tive  and  extenfive  pra6ti- 
tioner,  when  the  hand  that  is  now 
writing  this  paper  may  be  levelled  with 
the  diift. 


To  the  Author  of  the  Medical  Spedtator.-  j 

, 

Southwell,  Nottinghamjhire,  May  1793.  i 

In  an  advertifement  on  the  blue  co-  ’ 
ver  of  the  Gentleman’s  Magazine  of  ' 
laft  month,  I obferved  an  offer  of  a 
Gold  Medal  to  the  author  of  the  bejl 
paper  on  the  popliteal  Aneurijm,  con-  j 
taining  one  cafe,  whether  fuccefsful  or  1 
otherwife,  in  which  the  method  of  cure 
propofed  in  the  7th  Number  of  the  Me- 
dical Spedlator  has  had  a fair  and  candid 
trial.’  I am  willing  to  hope,  Sir,  you 
will  permit  me  to  offer  myfelf  as  a can- 
didate for  the  prize.  But  whether  I . 
may  experience  the  good  fortune  of  be- 
ing fuccefsful,  or  may  have  the  morti- 
fication 
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fication  of  my  paper  being  reje6led,  I lliall 
efteem  myfelf  happy  in  having  had  an 
opportunity  of  refcuing  an  unfortunate 
object  from  the  tortures  of  a painful 
and  hazardous  operation,  and  enjoying 
an  opportunity  of  teflifying  the  obliga- 
tions which  the  world  is  under  to  the 
author  of  the  Medical  Spedator  for  his 
invaluable  difcovery. 

It  is  a lamentable  fad,  that  the  ope- 
ration for  the  popliteal  Amur  if when 
performed  in  the  molt  accurate  manner, 

f 

and  by  the  moft  experienced  furg'eons,' 
has  too  frequently  terminated  fatally ; 
what,  then,  can  be  an  adequate  recom- 
pence  to  one  who  communicates  to  the 
W'orld  a method  of  rendering  fuch  an 
operation  ufelefs  ? He  is  entitled  to  the 
warmeft  praifes  and  thanks  of  his  bre- 
thren of  the  faculty,  and  to  the  gra- 
titude of  mankind.  But  it  is  much  to 
be  regretted,  that  merit,  however  con- 
fpicuous,  will  invariably  create  envy ; 
and  a difcovery,  however  invaluable  and 
undeniable,  will  ever  meet  with  oppo- 
nents 
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nents  from  jealoufy,  and  all  her  nu- 
merous train  of  attendants  ; and  I am 
convinced,  that  the  Medical  Spedlator 
never  expelled  otherwife  than  that 
his  difcovery  would  have  to  encounter 
a ftrenuous  oppofition. 

I lhall  now  proceed  without  farther 
digreflion  to  fubmit  to  your  perufal 
fome  remarks  on  the  nature,  caufes, 
progrefs,  and  moft  rational  means  of 
cure  in  Aneurifms,  but  fhall  confine 
myfelf  principally  to  the  poplitaeal,  and 
conclude  my  paper  with  a cafe,  in 
which  the  mode  of  cure  recommended 
by  the  Medical  Spe<5lator  was  fuccefs-* 
fully  adopted 


^ ^ ^ 
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* The  limits  of  even  a Medical  Spectator  Extraordinary 
are  too  fliort  to  admit  of  my  giving  a full  detail  of  Mrj 
Hutchinfon’s  ingenious  paper,  which  is  therefore  here  cur- 
tailed. And  this  is  done  with  the  greater  fatisfaftion,  be- 
caufe  I have  lately  been  informed  by  the  writer  himfelf, 
that  he  has  fome  thoughts  of  publifliing  a pamphlet  here- 
after upon  the  fubjed. 


CASE, 
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CASE. 

A farmer’s  man  fervant,  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Southwell,  had  the  mif- 
fortune  to  have  one  of  the  teeth  of  a 
pitchfork  run  into  his  thigh,  which 
wounded  the  femoral  artery.  The 
pun6lured  veffel  inftantly  fpurted  out  a 
fmall  quantity  of  blood.  A furgeon  in 
the  neighbourhood  was  called  in,  who 
foon  flopped  the  bleeding,  and  the  ex- 
ternal wound  healed  up  in  a few  days; 
after  which  a fmall  tumor  formed  in 

4 

the  thigh;  which  growing  gradually 
larger,  and  fomewhat  painful,  the  fur- 
geon was  again  fent  for ; but  having 
for  a long  time  applied  various  reme- 
dies to  no  purpofe,  he  explained  to  the 
patient’s  friends  the  nature  of  his  com- 
plaint ; and  propofed  the  operation  as 
the  only  means  that  offered  a profpe6t 
of  fuccefs.  Both  the  patient  and  his 
friends  objedled  in  the  moft  forcible 
manner  to  this  mode  of  proceeding,  and 

he 
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he  was  fubmitted  to  my  care.  I inftantly 
recolledled  the  fevehth  number  of  the 
Medical  Spedfator,  and,  having  very  atten-^ 
tively  confidered  the  means  which  are 
there  propofed  for  preventing  the  opera- 
tion, 1 was  ftruck  with  the  great  proba- 
bility of  fuccefs  from  this  method,  and 
refolved  to  give  it  a fair  trial.  I imme- 
diately procured  a concave  iron  plate, 
fufficiently  long  to  extend  from  the 
outfide  of  the  knee  to  the  hi]:),  and 
lined,  particularly  at  each  end,  with 
foft  leather,  fluffed  with  cot- 

ton, fo  as  to  make  a pretfure  only  on 
thofe  two  parts,  viz.  the  knee  and  the 
hip.  Oppofite  to  the  part  where  the 
partial  prefllire  was  neceflary,  the  iron 
extended  in  the  form  of  a flout  inelaflic 
iron  crefcent  (as  directed  by  the  Me- 
dical Spectator),  from  one  to  two  inches 
in  breadth,  fufficient  to  embrace  with- 
out preffure  three-fourths  of  the  cir- 
cumference of  the  thigh.  In  each  ex- 
tremity of  this  crefcent  there  was  a 
tranverfe  eye  to  receive  the  girth  of 

Petifs 
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, Petifs  T^aurniquety  which  being  applied^ 
and  a common  cricket-ball  being  placed 
jover  the  femoral  artery,  the  whole  of 
ithe  preffnre  was  divided  betwixt  the  fe- 
imoral  artery  and  the  thigh-bone  on 
;one  part,  and  the  outfide  of  the  knee 
;and  the  hip  on  the  other.”  I pro- 
xeeded  implicitly  by  the  direction  of  the 
(Medical  Spectator,  and  the  preffure  was 
ancreafed  in  a gradual  manner.  On 

the  firfi:  day  I tightened  the  fcrew  fo  far 
only  as  to  produce  a fenfible  diminu- 
tion in  the  force  of  the  pulfation  ; af- 
ter three  days~I  encreafed  the  compref- 
ifion  fo  as  to  render  the  pulfation  ftill 
defs  perceptible ; and,  after  ten  days 
more,  I gave  fuch  a degree  of  preffure 
las  I imagined  would  totally  obliterate 
ievery  fenfe  of  pulfation,  and  excite  fuf- 
ficient  pain  to  bring  on  the  adhelive 
inflammation.  I now'  enjoined  a ftridt 
horizontal  pofture  for  the  fpace  of  ten 
!days,  when  I ventured  to  relax  the 
rrournfquet,  and  had  the  happinefs  of 
ifinding  the  pulfation  to  be  totally  re- 
moved^ 
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moved,  and  the  tumor  it&lf  confidera- 
bly  leflTened,  I now  treated  it  as  a fim- 
ple  extravafation  and,  at  the  end  of 
nine  weeks  and  five  days  from  his  be- 
ing firft  fubmitted  to  my  care,  I en- 
joyed the  fatisfa6tion  and  happinefs  of 
feeing  my  patient  perfe6lly  reftored, 
and  a conliderable  addition  of  credit 
and  honour  to  my  profeffional  abilities. 

In  the  above  defcription  of  the  in- 
llrument  and  mode  of  treatment,  I 
have  iifed  the  Medical  Spedfator’s  own 
words,  being  convinced,  that  any  change, 
of  language  could  not  conduce  to  the 
more  clear  illuftration  of  this  invaluable 
and  truly  commendable  difcovery.  I 
fliall  be  happy  to  hear  the  reception 
which  this  paper  meets  with ; and  I 
hope  the  author  of  the  Medical  Spec- 
tator will  give  me  credit  when  I declare 

ilc  iie  % ilc-  itc-  I J 

tinue  in  the  fame  fentiments  of  fub-|i 
fcribing  myfelf,  his 

molt  obedient  and  devoted  fervant 
Benjamin  Hutchinson, 

Surgeon 

I Th( 
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The  following  is  a Copy  of  the  Anfwer 
returned  to  Mr.  Hutchinson’s  very 
plealing  and  fatisfadtory  Letter.  ^ 

\ 

To  Mr.  Benjamin  HuTCHiNso^f. 
Sir, 

THE  circuitous  mode,  by  which  the 
letters  of  correfpondents  are  con- 
veyed to  the ' Author  of  the  Medical 
Spe(5tator,  muft  apologize  for  the  length 
of  time  that  hath  intervened  fince  the 
date  of  your  letter,  containing  a cafe  of 
Aneurifm,  with  fome  general  remarks 
on  the  treatment  of  the  difeafe.  It  is 
almoft  needlefs  to  obferve, ' that  the  im- 
provement propofed  in  the  feventh 
Number  of  the  Medical  Spedlator  is  of 
fo  much  importance  to  the  prefent  prac- 
tice of  Surgery,  that  there  can  be  no 
doubt  but  a cafe,'  confirming  my  opi- 
nion, muft  be  extremely  grateful,  and 
entitled  to  my  warmeft  thanks.  It  is, 

B there- 


I 8 THE  MEDICAL  SPECTATOR* 

therefore,  with  the  moil  heartfelt  fatis- 
fa6lion  that  I iit  down  to  acknowledge 
the  receipt  of  your  letter. — I congratu- 
late you,  Sir,  on  the  happy  opportu- 
nity of  being  the  firll;  Surgeon  in  the 
kingdom  to  carry  my  idea  into  pra6lice. 
You  may  probably  recollecSl,  that  I had 
fome  doubt  refpec5ling  the  iincerity  of 
the  encomiums  which  you  were  pleafed 
to  laviQi  upon  the  Medical  Spectator  in 
your  firil  letter ; but,  in  regard  to  the 
prefent,  every  doubt  muil  vaniih  : it 
is  impoffible  to  fuppofe,  that  any  pro- 
feffional  man  of  character  could  deli- 
berately iit  down  to  trifle  with  an  au- 
thor upon  fo  ferions  a fubjedl.  Be  af- 
fured,  Sir,  I have  not  the  fmalleil  fuf- 
picion  of  the  kind ; but,  lince  your 
name  does  not  appear  in  either  the  town 
or  country  lift  of  Surgeons  at  the  Ilall, 
I truil  you  will  pardon  my  taking  the 
liberty  to  requeil  a reference  to  fome 
Medical  gentleman  in  town,  of  whom 
my  relpe6lable  Printer  m,ay  make  fome 
. farther  enquiries.  In  the  mean  time  I 
6 , iliall 
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fliall  not  fcruple  to  confefs,  that  the 
praife  which  your  letter  contains  now 
really  thrills  through  my  bofom  ^ 
fuch,  indeed,  is  the  fatisfadion  which 
I feel  upon  the  occafion,  that  I cannot 
helitate  a moment  to  inform  you,  that 
fliould  the  offer  of  a Gold  Medal,  which 
I have  made  to  the  profeffion  at  large, 
produce  either  a better  paper,  or  a more 
complete  cafe  of  poplitasal  Aneurifm, 
yet  fuch  is  the  gratification  which  I ex- 
perience on  the  perufal  of  yours,  that 
it  fliall  be  entitled  to  the  fame  reward.' 
.And  I have  only  to  requeft,  that  you 
cwill  do  me  the  honour  to  mention,  if 
flit  will  be  more  agreeable  to  you  to  re- 
xeive  at  prefent  the  full  value  of  the 
medal  in  Medical  books  of  your  own 
feledlion,  or  whether  you  mav  be  in- 
rlined  to  wait  the  uncertain  period  when 
^he  reception  of  the  Harringtonian  The- 
ory of  the  Atmofphere,  , which  I antici- 
nate  with  ardor,  fliall  corifirm  me  in 

* Sec  Medical  Speftator,  vol.  II.  p.  44. 

B 2 


the 


so  THE  MEDICAt'SPECTATOR. 

the  refolution  of  ftriking  a medal  upon 
the  occafion,  I am,  Sir, 

Your  moil  obedient, 

e ■** 

humble  Servant, 

I 

The  Author  of  the 

\ 

I793--  Medical  Spectator. 


To  this  Letter,  the  following  anfwer  was 

returned. 

To  the  Author  of  the  Medical  Spectator. 
Sir, 

\ 

I believe  you  will  eafily  give  me  cre- 
dit when  I fay,  that  it  is  not  a mere 
'form  of  words  only  with  which  I ex-  I 
^prefs  the  pleafure  your  very  kind  letter 
afforded  me,  and  which  I moll  alfuredly 
ihould  have  anfwcred  by  return  of  poll, 

had 


THE  MEDICAL  SPECTATOR. 


21 


had  it  with  any  degree  of  convenience 
been  in  my  power.  Permit  me,  Sir, 
to  offer  you  my  unfeigned  thanks  for 
the  diflinguifhed  honor  you  have  been 
fo  indulgent  as  to  confer  upon  me,  and 
thus  again  to  congratulate  you  on  the 
infinite  fatisfadtion  your  own  fenfibility 
mufl:  enjoy  in  the  plealing  refle61;ion  of 
adding  fo  material  an  improvement  to 
the  prefent  practice  of  Surgery.  I am 
happy  that  your  doubts  of  the  fincerity 
of  my  encomiums  are  now  nearly  va- 
ntfhed  ; and  give  me  credit  v/hen  I in- 
form you,  that  if  I can  dive  fufficiently 
deep  into  the  nature  and  compofition  of 
my  own  difpolition,  diffimulation  and 
infincerity  are  not  among  the  number 
of  its  ingredients. — I am  not  at  all  fur- 
prifed  that  you  defire  to  have  a refe- 
rence to  fome  Medical  gentleman  in 
town  concerning  me,  as  you  mofi:  af- 
furedly  could  not  at  prefent  find  my 
name  in  either  the  town  ox  country  lifl  of 
Surgeons  at  the  Hall,  having  not  per- 
fedlly  completed  my  edueatio]!  and,  as 

B 3 I am 
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I am  a ftranger  to  London,  I cannot 
boaft  of  much  Medical  acquaintance  ; 
but  if  your  refpedlable  Printer  will  take 
the  trouble  of  enquiring  of  Dr.  Willan, 
Ely 'place,  you  may  probably  meet  with 
fome  information,  having  requefted  Dr. 
Buck  (a  friend  of  my  father  and  myfelf, 
and  a phylician  relident  at  Newark)  to 
give  Dr.  Willan  fome  account  of  myfelf. 
Jn  the  country  lift  of  Surgeons  in  the 
Medical  Regifter  you  may  find  my  fa- 
ther’s name,  who  about  thirty  years 
ago  was  pupil  to  the  celebrated  Mr.  Pott, 
but  whofe  Medical  acquaintance  in  town 
are  now  laid  low.  I fhall  be  in  Lon- 
don the  beginning  of  Odtober,  at  which 
time  if  the  Medical  Spe(5i:ator  would  fo 
far  honor  me  as  to  rank  me  in  the  num- 
ber of  his  acquaintance,  he  will  con- 
fer an  additional  obligation. 

- I was  in  no  final]  degree  pleafed  with 
the  profpedl  of  an  early  period  being 
fixed  for  the  commencement  of  your 
Third  Volume,  and  fiiould  efteem  my- 
felf obliged  to  you  to  mention  in  the 

next 
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next  with  which  you  honour  me,  at 
what  time  you  again  purpofe  profecu- 
ting  your  w^ork. 

Since  you  are  fo  polite  as  to  pay  me 
the  compliment  to  make  choice  either 
of  Medical  books  of  my  own  fele6lion,  or 
the  Medal,  you  will,  I hope,  permit 
me,  Sir,  to  fix  upon  the  medal,  and 
to  wait  the  anxioufly-expeded  period, 
when  the  reception  of  the  Harringtonian 
Theory  of  the  Atmofphere  fiiall  con- 
firm you  in  the  refolution  of  firiking 
a Medal  upon  the  occafion  ; and  I flat- 
ter myfelf  with  the  honor  of  hearing 
from  the  Author  of  the  Medical  Specr 
tator  in  a fiaort  time.  1 have  the  ho- 
nour to  remain  with  ^ ^ ^ Sir, 

Your  moil  obliged.  See.  Sec. 

Benjamin  Hutchinson', 

P.  S;  I have  this  day  had  the  plea- 
fure  of  feeing  Dr.  Buck,  who  w’as  hap- 
py in  the  opportunity,  not  only  of  per- 
forming an  ad  of  friendfhip  for  my- 

B 4 felf. 
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felf,  but  alfo  of  having  it  in  his  power 
to  recomnaend  me  to  the  attention  of 
* * * * ^ ^ ^ the  Medical  Spe6lator. 

In  anfwer  to  fome  farther  enquiries, 
I fhall  obferve,  that  Mr.  Hutchinfon  in- 
forms me,  the  age  of  his  patient  is  be- 
tween thirty  and  forty  ; that  the  limb 
is  by  no  means  weakened  ; and  that, 
neither  during  the  progrefs  of  the  cure, 
nor  lince,  was  it  in  any  degree  oede- 
matous.- — In  a fubfequent  note,  dated 
from  the  Borough,  he  regrets,  that,  at 
the  time  the  patient  was  under  his 
care,  he  did  not  make'  any  particular 
note  on  the  exadf  fituation  of  the 
wound  ; “ but  if,”  he  adds,  I can 
place  the  lead:  confidence  in  my  me- 
mory (which  in  this  refpedf  cannot 
very  widely  err),  the  exa6i:  fituation 
was  the  middle  of  the  mujculiis  popli- 
iausP 

For  the  reafoning,  upon  which  this 
peculiar  mode  of  comprefiion  has  been 
recommended,  I mufl:  refer  to  the  Me- 
dical 
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dical  Spedlator,  N°  vol.  I.  and  (hall 
here  only  add,  that  every  perfon  who 
has  attended  to  the  efFedt  of  a com- 
mon ligature  upon  any  of  the  extremi- 
ties (the  bu7nerus  for  inftance)  fuffici^ 
ently  powerful  to  Hop  the  pulfe  at  the 
wrift,  muft  be  convinced,  that  the  cir- 
culation is  completely  oblfru^ed — that 
tumefadtion,  pain,  and  inflammation, 
immediately  commence,  and  that  mor^ 
tification  muft  inevitably  follow ; but 
let  him  prefs  with  the  point  of  his  mid-p 
die  finger  upon  the  fubclavian  artery 
till  he  is  informed  by  an  afliftant  that 
the  pulfe  at  the  wrift  is  completely  flop- 
ped, he  will  find  that  not  the  fmalleft 
fymptom  of  either  pain  or  diftrefs  is 
excited  in  the  limb ; let  him  prefs  alfo 
with  the  fame  force  upon  the  external 
iliac,  ^s  it  emerges  from  the  abdomen, 
paffing  over  the  bone,  and  he  will  per- 
ceive as  little  uneafinefs  in  either  the 
leg  or  the  thigh.  It  is  evident,  there-^ 
fore,  that  the  communication  by  the 
anaftomofing  branches  is  at  all  times 

carried 
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carried  on  to  a much  greater  extent 
than  is  perhaps  generally  either  known 
or  believed.  Indeed,  it  would  be  in- 
confiftent  with  that  wifdom  which  we 
obferve  in  every  other  part  of  the  oeco- 
nomy  of  nature  if  it  were  otherwife  ; 
if  the  life  of  a large  limb  fhould  depend 
entirely  upon  the  fafety  and  perviouf- 
nefs  of  a fingle  blood-veffel.  And  this 
is  one  of  the  principal  phyfiological 
reafons  which  firfi:  led  me  to  expert 
fuch  falutary  effects  from  the  partial 
comprelTion  of  an  artery;  Should  it, 
however,  be  obferved,  that,  although 
the  compreflion  has  been  fuccefsful  in 
the  cure  of  a wounded  artery,  the  fame 
good  effects  may  not  be  experienced  in 
the  true  Aneurifm,  where  the  coats  of 
the  artery  are  widely  diftended  ; I can 
only  anfwer,  that  in  my  own  opinion 
there  can  be  no  material  difference.  At 
prefent,  indeed,  we  are  uncertain  whether 
the  cure  has  been  effedted  by  the  fides 
of  the  artery  cohering  at  the  com- 
preffed  part  from  inflammation  ; whe- 
ther 
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ther  the  original  wound  might  heal 
during  the  ceiTation  of  pulfation,  and 
the  confequent  interruption  to  the  cur- 
rent of  blood,  or  whether,  during  fo 
long  continued  an  obftrudion,  the  ar- 
tery might  not  become  , impervious 
merely  from  the  ftagnation  of  blood  in 
its  cavity. — Should  this  laft  be  the  mode, 
it  is  probable,  that  in  the  true  Aneu-  . 
rifm  the  cavity  would  be  more  likely  to 
be  choaked  • up  with  grumous  blood 
through  its  whole  extent,*  becaufe  after 
compreffion  of  the  luperior  portion, 
fufficientiy  powerful  to  flop  the  pulfa- 
tion, ifis  evident  that  a gentle  prefllire 
on  the  aneurifmal  tumour  mull  force  a- 
confiderable  part  of  its  contents  into  the 
inferior  branches,  through  which  it 
could  never  be  propelled  to  the  return- 
ing veins,  becaufe  the  pulfation  having 
previoufly  ceafed,  the  vis  a ter  go  is 
wanting. 

In  this  point  of  view,  therefore,  there 
might  be  fome  reafon  for  fuppofing, 
that  the  arterial  cavity  through  its  whole 

in- 
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inferior  extent,  and  for  fome  confide- 
rable  length  above  the  compreffed  part, 
either  fills  up  with  grumous  blood,  or 
contradls,  or  that  its  fides  cohere  during 
compreflion  ; but  let  the  obftrudtion  be 
cfFe6ted  in  whatever  manner  it  may,  we 
have  no  reafon  to  doubt  of  the  fa61:,  as 
far  as  the  cure  of  Aneurifm  is  con- 
cerned : and  I fincerely  hope  in  future 
that  no  Surgeon  will  attempt  the  opera- 
tion recommended  by  that  excellent 
Surgeon  Mr.  Hunter,  till  this  partial 
prelfure  has  had  a fair  and  a candid 
trial. — If,  however,  there  fliould  fiill 
remain  an  advocate  for  that  painful  and 
hazardous  opei'ation,  1 would  wifh  to 
afk  him,  upon  what  principle  he  thinks 
it  a6ts  in  the  moft  fuccefsful  cafe  ? I 
am  perfuaded  a*  very  little  reflection 
will  convince  him,  that,  when  it  really 
happens  to  fucceed,  it  is  in  faCt  only 
obtaining  in  a very  bad  and  uncer- 
tain way,  at  the  expence  of  a large,  a 
painful,  deep,  and  dangerous  incifion, 
that  very  objeCf,  which  by  this  propofal 

is 


4 


THE  MEDICAL  SPECTATOR.  29 

is  efFedled  in  the  eafieft  and  the  moft 
lenient  manner  : for,  Mr.  Hunter’s  ope- 
ration, independent  of  the  wound,  con- 
iifts  at  laft  in  compreffion — ^but  it 
is  compreffion  of  the  word:  and'  th« 
moft  dangerous  kind. — After  comple- 
ting the  diflecftion,  a crooked  needle  is 
paired  under  the  artery,  which  is  tied 
with  a thread,  having  no  very  bulky  fub- 
ftance  of  flefli  to  defend  it  from  being 
cut  through,  an  accident  which  I fup- 
pofe  muft  frequently  take  place.  At 
firft  every  thing  may  appear  to  go  on 
well ; but,  in  a few  days,  the  liga- 
ture, acfting  upon  the  fame  principle  as 
a ftring  round  a wart,  produces  morti- 
fication in  the  included  parts : and,  du- 
ring the  whole  progrefs  of  the  cure,  the 
life  of  the  patient  may,  with  the  greateft 
propriety,  be  faid  to  hang  upon  a 
thread. 

That  Mr.  Hunter’s  operation  hath 
fometimes  fucceeded,  is  an  additional 
proof  of  the  vaft  refourges  inherent  in 
the  animal  ceconomy  ; for,  here  the 

com- 
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comprefRon  of  the  artery  being  inftan- 
taneous,  the  communication  of  the  cir- 
culation by  the  anaftomofing  branches 
miift  immediately  commence  ; whereas, 
by  the  gradual  compreffion  recom- 
mended in  the  Medical  Spedlator,  there 
is  time  given  for  the  current  of  blood 
gradually  to  change  its  courfe,  and  for 
the  anaftomofing  branches  gradually  to 
expand. 

1 fliall  now,  therefore,  call  the  at- 

» 

tention  of  my  readers  to  the  following 
important  confideration  : If  a wounded 
artery  can  thus  be  zvitb  fo  much  eafe  and 
Safety  effedtually  cured^  can  there  be  the 
fmallefl  dmbt  remaining^  but  that  by  the 
fame  mode  of  comprejjion^  the  hcemor- 
rhage  would  be  as  certainly  and  as  effec^ 
tually  flopped y during  the  progrefs  of  the 
cure,  after  an  amputation  of  an-inferior 
part  of  the  limb  f 

I-  flatter  myfelf,  that  the  principles 
which  have  been  delivered  in  this 
and  the  feventh  Number  of  the  Me- 
dical Spe6lator,  are  fo  thoroughly  un- 

derftood, 
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derftood,  that  it  will  be  uiineceffary  for 
me  either  to  defend  the  propoQtion,  or 
to  enlarge  upon  the  many  advantages 
that  mutf  accrue  from  thus  rendering 
the  crooked  needle  and  the  tenacu- 
lum in  a great  meafure  unnecefliiry. — 
That  pain  is  an  evil  will  not  be  denied  ; 
:and  fliould  it  fucceed,  of  which  I en- 
'.tertain  not  the  fmalleft  doubt,  a con- 
:j(iderable  degree  of  pain  will  be  certainly 
.avoided  during  amputation — the  dan- 
Fger  of  pundluring  or  including  a nerve 
'within  the  ligature  will  be  entirely  re- 
moved ; and  there  will  no  longer  be  any 
•danger  of  haemorrhage  from  the  artery 
jeing  tied  either  too  tight  or  too  Hack 
when  the  crooked  ncecjle-has  been  ufed ; 
and  the  fame  is  equally  applicable  to 
the  ligature,  made  by  the„ahffl:ance  of 
the  tenaculum,  which  is  ftill  more  lia- 
ble to  flip. 

The  principle,  being,  I hope,  efta- 
blilhed,  I am  perfuaded  it  is  needlefs  to 
be  particular  in 'the  defeription  of  the 
inftrument.  The  general  directions 

which 
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which  have  been  given,  for  compreffing 
the  femoral  artery,  may  be  varied' ac- 
cording to  the  exifting  circumftances  by 
every  Surgeon.  I will,  however,  juft 
obferve,  that,  if  either  the  hand  or  the 
fore-arm  were  to  be  amputated,  I would 
procure  a concave  iron  plate,  fuch  as 
that  which  hath  been  already  defcribed, 
fufficiently  long  to  reach  from  the 
flioulder  to  the  point  of  the  elbow.  — 
But,  if  the  arm  is  to  be  amputated 
above  the  elbow,  it  is  evident,  that  a 
fliorter  plate  muft  be  ufed  and  here  it 
is  alfo  evident,  that,  for  want  of  a reft- 
ing  point  for  each  end  of  the  plate,  a 
larger  flirface  of  the  arm,  and  confe- 
quently  a greater  number  of  blood-vef- 
fels,  will  fuffer  compreffion,  but  ftill  not 
fo  many  as  to  endanger  the  fuccefs  of 
the  operation.  Should  a Surgeon,  how- 
ever, be  really  apprehenfive  of  this,  it 
would  be  no  very  difficult  affair,  by 
means  of  leathern  ftraps  lined  with  foft 
Ibammy  leather,  fluffed  with  cotton, 
and  faffened  round  the  flioulders  and 

breaft, 
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bread,  to  fix  a fcrew  or  tournequet  up- 
on a comprefs  applied  to  the  fubclavian 
artery. — As  the  external  iliac  lies  re- 
Tuarkably  convenient  for  compreffion, 
the  fame  will  be  applicable  to  an  am- 
putation very  high  up  in  the  thigh  ; 
for,  by  fimilar  leathern  draps  in  the 
•form  of  the  T bandage,  a proper  com- 
prefs may,  with  the  greated  eafe,  be 
fere  wed  with-  any  degree  of  tightnefs 
requifite  to  dop  the  pulfation  of  this 
artery. 

I fuppofe  every  medical  man,  who 
has  the  fmalled  turn  for  contrivance, 
mud  readily  comprehend  the  kind  of 
bandages  here  alluded  to  ; which  1 have 
often  had  thoughts  of  recommending 
to  the  trufs-makers,  as  a cheap  and 
eafy  fubditute  for  eladic  truffes,  con- 
ceiving, that  in  many  cafes  the  pref- 
fure  might  be  directed  in  this  manner 
with  the  greated  accuracy  to  a given 
point. 

But,  before  I conclude  the  prefent 
paper,  I mud  again  beg  leave  to  call  the 

G atten- 
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attention  of  my  readers  to  an  enquiry, 
how  the  cavity  of  an  artery  is  rendered 
impervious  by  compreflion.  The  ad- 
hefive  inflammation  is,  I believe,  moft 
generally  fuppofed  to  be  fuperinduced : 
but  may  there  not  be  another  principle 
upon  which  the  efFedl  ^depends  ? If  the 
obflru6lion  to  the  circulation  were 
merely  owing  to  the  adhelive  inflam- 
mation, the  adheflon,  it  is  evident,  can 
only  take  place  in  the  part- immediately 
fubje6led  to  the  comprefling  power,  the 
artery,  both  above  and  below  this  part, 
muft  ftill  remain  in  its  natural  ftate ; 
and  I think  it  is  highly  probable,  that 
the  current  of  blood,  adling  forcibly 
from  the  fuperior  portion -.againft  this 
particular  part,  would  be  liable  in  a 
ihort  time  to  break  it  open  again.  Is 
it  not  therefore  poflible,  that  the  merely 
putting  a flop  for  a conliderable  time  to 
the  pulfation  of  the  artery,  and  the 
confequent  current  of  blood  through  it, 
may  render  it  impervious  for  a confide- 
rable  fpace  above  the  comprefled  part — • 
• I • - 1 do 


THE  MEDICAL  SPECTATOR.  35 

I do  not  remember  to  have  ever  feen 
the  flump  of  a perfon,  who  had  fufFered 
amputation,  to  have  been  injedled,  but 
I think  we  may  venture  to  afTert,  that 
the  injedlion  would  flop  in  the  larger 
branches  of  the  artery  long  before  it 
came  to  the  extremity  of  the  flump, 
becaufe  the  portions  of  the  artery, 
feveral  inches  above  the  flump,  ha- 
ving no  correfponding  veins  to  receive 
and  to  continue  the  circulation,  there 
mufl  of  necefiity  be  an  immediate  flag- 
nation  in  the  cavity  of  the  artery  the 
moment  it  is  tied.  Whoever  reflecfts  a 
little  on  the  divifion  and  fubdivfion  of 
the  arterial  fyflem  mufl  know,  that  if 
the  full  impetus  of  the  arterial  pulfation 

and  current  of  blood  were  to  continue 

✓ 

through  the  trunks  of  the  larger  arte- 
ries, till  within  an  inch  or  two  of  the 
flump,  it  could  be  of  no  ufe 'whatever 
in  fupplying  the  necefTary  circulation  of 
blood  to  the  contiguous  portions  of 
animal  fubflance,  whether  mufcular  fi- 
bres, common  integuments,  or  bones  ; 
for,  the  very  minute  branches,  which 

G 2 fup- 
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fupply  all  thefe  parts  within  fix  or  ten 
inches  of  the  ftarnp,  mult  be  the  finer 
ramifications  of  larger  and  wider  trunks 
that  pafs  off  from  the  main  artery,  a 
great  way  farther  up  the  limb. 

1 conceive  then,  that  the  moment  an 
artery  is  tied  in  amputation,  its  cavity 
for  a confiderable  diftance  above  the 
flump  muft  be  com'pletely  filled  with 
blood,  which,  not  having  an  opportu- 
nity either  to  difcharge  itfelf,  or  to  re-' 
turn  by  a vein,  or  to  regurgitate,  there 
muft  be  a very  fpeedy  celfation  to  its 
pulfation — were  it  otherwife,  it  would, 

I think,  very  frequently  happen,  that 
the  ends  of  the  arteries  would  give  way 
at  the  diftance  even  of  *ten  or  twenty 
days  from  the  amputation ; a thing 
which  very  rarely,  if  ever,  occurs. 

In  a former  paper  I hazarded  a con- 
jecture, that  merely  binding  a narrow 
flip  of  broad  cloth  or  common  bleeding 
ligature  round  the  flump,  fufficiently 
tight  to  prevent  the  bleeding  of  the  ar- 
teries, w'ould  not  endanger  mortifica- 
tion in  the  flump,  becaufe  the  inferior 

por- 
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portion  of  the  limb,  which  was  to  have 
been  nourilhed  by  the  blood  conveyed 
through  thole  arteries,  is  removed,  and 
the  return  of  the  blood  by  the  venal 
fyftem  unneceflary. 

In  the  accounts  of  the  late  military 
operations  before  the  city  of  Seringa- 
patam,  we  are  informed,  that  four  un- 
happy  objects  were  received  into  the 
camp,  who  had  had  their  hands  cut  off 
by  the  cruel  orders  of  Tippoo  Saib  : and 
it  is  well  known,  that  the  native  princes, 
in  various  other  parts  in  India,  are  in 
the  habit  of  inflicting  fimilar  punilli- 
ments.  It  is  certainly  an  objeCt  of  great 
importance  to  afcertain  the  manner  in 
which  they  flop  the  eftuflon  of  blood  ; 
and  whether  it  may  be  done  by  the  ap- 
plication of  red-hot  iron,  or  of  a tight 
,,  ligature  round  the  flump,  is  at  prefent 
unknown  in  this  part  of  the  world.  I 
am  happy,  however,  in  being  able  to 
mention,  that  there  is  now,  in  a remote 
part  of  Alla,  a young  man  of  genius 
and  great  activity,  poflefled  of  the  true 

fpirit 
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fpirit  for  Medical  and  Philofophical  en- 
quiry, from  whom  I expecft  information 
refpeiling  this  and  fome  other  circum- 
flances  that  merit  the  attention  of  the 
profeflion,  and  which,  I flatter  myfelf, 
will  arrive  in  time  to  be  communicated 
in  the  Thirdx  Volume  of  the  Medical 
Spectator. — Doubtlefs,  when  this  fim- 
ple  mode  of  fupprefling  the  haemorrhage 
was  firft  fuggefted  in  this  work,  it 
might  appear  unlikely  to  anfsver  the 
purpofe,  and  probably  excited  the  fneer 
of  fuperficial  reafoners  ; but,  whatever 
may  be  its  fate,  whether  it  may  be  con- 
demned, or  may  be  hereafter  confirmed 
by  experience,  is  not  at  prefent  an  objedt 
of  very  material  confequence  ; becaufe 
we  may  now  look  forward  to  a better 
and  more  fcientific  mode  of  'efFedling 
the  purpofe.— The  partial  compreffion 
of  the  principal  trunk,  at  a conliderable 
diftance  above  the  amputated  part,  by 
means  of  the  improvement  which  I 
have  propofed  in  the  toiirnequet,  will 
neither  allow  of  cavil  or  objedtion  ; and 

I fub- 
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I fubmit  it  with  confidence  to  the  dif- 
. cernment  of  an  enlightened  age. 

R.  W. 

If  the  Third  Volume  of  the  Me- 
dical Spedlator  Ihould  not  appear  fo 
' early  as  the  Author  may  have  given  the 
public  reafon  to  expert — they  are  re- 
quefted  to  refer  the  difappointment,  if 
it  is  really  a difappointment,  to  any 
other  caufe  than  a want  of  proper  ma- 
terials for  carrying  it  oh  ; perhaps  a re- 
ference to  the  two  firft  paragraphs  of 
the  twenty-fecond  paper  may  give  foroe 
little  infight  into  the  matter — but,  let 
the  caufe  be  what  it  may,  I think  it 
my  duty  to  feize  the  prefent  opportu- 
nity to  return  my  thanks  to  a number 
of  refpe<51:able  correfpondents,  particu- 
larly to  Mr.  Cleobury,  Surgeon  at  Mar- 
low, in  Bucks,  for  two  interefting  cafes 
of  dropfy,  cured  by  the  method  recom- 
mended in  the  thirty-firfi:  paper.  ‘ His 
farther  communications  will  be  accept- 
able, and  their  appearance  in  the  Third 

Volume 
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Volume  will  depend  entirely  upon  his 
own  inclination. 

Our  fenfible  correfpondent,  M.  D.  J 
of  Cambridge,  may  be  alTured,  that  his  ; 
letters  are  always  acceptable ; he  pof- 
feffes  the  happy  talent  of  being  able  to 
communicate  a ufeful  hint  without  ap-  j 
pearing  to  obtrude  advice.  He  is  right  : 
in  fuppofing  the  thirty-ninth  apho-  ; 
rifm  to  want  the  merit  of  originality  ; j 
the  lirft  part  of  it  has  been  eftablidied  ^ 
by  the  late  Mr.  White,  of  Manchefter  ; 
but,  if  he  will  attentively ' confider  its 
conclufion,  he  will  perceive  that  that 
aphorifm  not  only  mentions  the  fa6t, 
but  accounts  for  the  caufe  of  the  reten-  ■ 
tion  of  the  Placenta,  which  the  Me-- 
dical  Spedlator  believes  has  not  before  ■ 
been  fo  fatisfa6lorily  done,  or  in  fo  few 
■svords. — He  may  rely 'upon  it,  that  the 
perinaeum  mentioned  in  the  forty-fixth 
aphorifm,  was  truly  a 'preternatural 
one* — which  will  hereafter  more  clearly' 
appear,  if  ever  the  approbation  of  the 
publick  fliould  encourage  the  author  to 

give 
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give  a feparate  Volume  of  Commenta- 
"ies  on  thofe  Aphorifms.  It  will  then 
oe  more  fully  known,'  that  the  patient 
alluded  to,  notwithftanding  fo  confider- 
able  an  incifion,  and  the  fubfequent  ef- 
fects of  feven  truly  laborious  deli- 
veries, is  at  this  time  in  poffeffion  of 
tas  complete  and  perfect  a perineum  as 
any  woman  in  England. 

' Mr.  Faithom’S  ' objedlions  to  the  ufe 
[*of  fulphur  in  the  piles,  are  judicious, 
::and  difcover  a turn  for  * original  think- 
iing' — future  experience  will  enable  him 
to  improve  the  paper,  and  to  make  it 
a very  ufeful  one.  From  want  of  room 
it  is  impoflible  at  prefent  to  particula- 
rife  the  favours  of  many  other  valua- 
able  correfpondents ; to  all  or  any  of 
whom,  the  Author  will  be  thankful 
for  information  refpe(Sting  the  compo- 
lition  of  all  the  different  advertifed  me- 
dicines ; having  it  in  contemplation  to 
collecft  them  all  into  the  compafs  of  one 
Medical  Spe6lator,  which  he  prefumes 
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muft  be  acceptable  to  the  faculty  in  ge* 
nerah 

NB.  The  Gold  Medal  for  the  belt 
paper  on  the  fubjecffc  of  the  poplitaeal 
Aneurifm,  has  been  adjudged  by  the 
Author  of  the  Medical  Spe6lator  to  Mr, 
Benjamin  Hutchinfon,  Surgeon,  South- 
well,  Nottinghamdiire. — And  the  Gold 
Medal,  value  Ten  Guineas  for  the  beft 
paper  on  the  fubje6f  of  Atmofpherical 
Air,  fuccefsfully  controverting  Dr.  Har- 
rington’s Theory  of  the  Atmofphere,  as 
delivered  in  the  Firft  Volume  of  the 
Medical  Spectator,  continues  as  a Chal- 
lenge, to  exercife  the  ingenuity  of  the 
chemical  Philofophers  of  the  prefent 
age. 


